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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ANTHONY C. BERANEK,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

VOTING APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 248,130, dated October 11,.1881,
Application filed June 20, 188{. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANTHONY C. BFRANEh,
of Chicago, in the connty of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements ina Voting Apparatus; and
I do hereby declare the fo]lomug to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mveutxon,
that will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the sawme,
reference being bad to theaccompanying draw-

ings, and to letters of reference marked there- |

on, forming a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to provide &
voting apparatus for registering ‘the number
of votes cast for any particular candidate or
candidates, and which will dispense euntirely
with the use of printed ballots.

The counstruction and arlangement of -the
mechanism employed in carrying out my im-
provewment will be herennftel more fully set
forth in detail.

Figure 1 is a top view. Iig.2 2 1 vertical
longitudinal section in the plane 2 2, Fig. 1;
I‘lo 3,avertical transverse section in the plaue
3 3 1‘10 1; Fig. 4,a vertical longitudinal see-
tion in the plane44 Fig.1. Figs.5,6,7, 8,9,
10, and 11 illustrate detachied detaﬂs of con-
structlon

Referring to the dm\nng%, A represents a
boxor recept’tcle inclosing the operating mech-
anism, which may be of any suitable dimen-
sions, This box is intended to be placed in a
room or compartment at the usual places of
voting, and has connection with the door A/,
represented by dotted lines in Figs. 1, 4, and
7, closing the entrance to said room- through
the medium of the lever A2, one eud of which
is attached to the door and the opposite end
to the crank-arm A3, as shown in Fig. 1, a por-
tion of the box A being broken away to better
illustrate this feature. The crank-arm A3is
in turn rigidly attached to the rock-shaft A%,
whieh is supported by the bearings a. Ar-
rauged on this shaft A*at regular intervals is
the series of gear-wheels B, which project be-
low the horizontal partition or diaphragm B/,
and engage with the upper side of the ratchet-
bars B? shown in Figs. 4 aud 7 of the draw-
ings.

The series of revolving disks Bare arranged
in groups on the square shaft B* as shown in

the several figures of the drawings, and each
disk is provided with numerals running from
1 to 10, which are placed upon the periphery
of the same. Fig.10is a detached view of one

of these disks, showing one end provided with

55

a series of flat springs, a/, which correspond in - -

number to the figures on the periphery. Tfig.
11 is a view of the opposite end of the disk,
which is provided with the stop a® Tach
group composed of the series of disks B ro-
tates upon a short round shaft or sleeve, C,
provided with a square aperture to fit on the
stationary shaft B Placed upon the round
shaft C, and bLetween each of the series of
disks B3, are the washers C/, provided with the
segmental slot C%. These washers are sta-
tionary, abd do not revolve with the disks.
‘The upper projectingendsof the verticalrods
C? are provided with the handles or knobs (4,
while the lower ends pass down through the
diaphragm B, and are provided with the bev-
eled beads ¢. The spiral springs ¢’ are coiled
around therods C?at apoint immediately above
the diaphragm B/, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3
of the drawings. The upper projecting lugs,
D, shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, attached to
the rods C?, have a bearing on the loose end of
the series of springs a/, while the lower project-
ing Ings, D/, shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings,
are adapted to engage with the keepers D2
Pivoted to the under side of the dlaphragm
B*is the angular lever b, one end of which is

inserted in the slot ¥/ in the ratchet-bar B2,

/Wlnle the opposite end isloosé and isadapted to
swing under the lower ends, ¢, of the rods C3.
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The lower end of the keepers D? has connec-

tion with the ratchet-bar B? by means of the
arm fand theslotted bearings /2, throngh which
the ratchet-bar B? moves. .
Underneath the arm fis placed the spring
J',oneendof whichisattached to thediaphragm
B, while the upper or loose end bears against
the under side of the arm f, serving to hold
these parts-in a locked position with the,pro-
jection D’ on the registering-rod C% .
The serles of rectangular blocks T) shown
in Figs. 2, 3, and 5 of the drawings, are placed
directly underneath the lower ends of the reg-
istering-rodsC? running parallel to theratchet-
bar B?, which is located ata point between the
registering-rods C3, as shown in Fig. 3, and by
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the dotted Jines in IMig, 1 of the drawings. . The
blocks D? ride upoti the square shaft or rod D,
and are provided iongitudinally with aper-
* tures corresponding thereto. The two blocks
- F—anenlarged view of which is given in Iig.

© G—in addition to being \uppmted on the shaft

1o supporting the ends of the shaft D4,

15

20 Fig.

25

D4 have a bearing on'the bar I, one end of

wlnch is attached to the sod\etul flanges I,

- whiclt are bolted to the inside of the box A
The inner
end of the bar I is provided with the stop I,
which prevents the blocks from being forced
inward beyoud this point by the cpual springs
L, coiled aronnd the ends of the shaft D", '
The operation is as follows: When the door
is opened entering the apartment in which the
registering-box is placed the crank-arm A® is
thrown inward, cansing lhe ratchet-bar B? to
move in the op‘posite direction, as shown in
7 of the drawings, this movement hav-
Jing the effect of throwing the ends of the se-
ries of angular levers b munedntel) under the
heads ¢ onthe lower ends of the registering-
rods C* thereby preventing a pressure on the
knobs C* forcing the registering-rods down-
ward and rotat;mn the disks B “The angular

" levers B, swwhen in their normal position, Tie in

the obligue plane relative to the square of the
Liox, ds shown by the dotted lines in Tig. 1 of

30 the drawings, and have just suflicient move-

35

“ment from this position to throw the detached
ends under the registering rods whaon the door
is opened. When the door of the room is
closed after the entrance of a person who
wislies to vote, the operating mechanism rests
in its normal state. The voter may record bis

~ Dallot Ly pressing down on any of the knobs

in line with the name ¢ President.” This move-
‘ment causes the projection 1) to bear ontheend

40 of one of the springs &/, shown in Fig. 1,wliich
. projects through the segmental slot G in the

-45

. 5o ing to its normal posmon.

55

. stationary wasler ¢/, and as the rod C? travels
downward oncof thedisks B¥ismade torevolve
just far enoughtorecord one vote, which move-
ment also brings another one of the series of
springsa’around tar enouglh to project through
-the slot in the washer C. The projection D/
engages at the same time with the keeper D?
and prevents the registering-rod from 1eturn-

This will guard
against the possibility of the voter registering
more than one vote.. As the registering- rod
is forced down the lower end, ¢, presses in be-
tween the beveled énds of the Dlocks D3, fore-
ing them apart at that point and tln‘owmg

~the ends of the other blocks far enough under

- the cud of the registering-rods on that line to

“prevent any of the other rods from being
pressed down to record a ballot until the door

6o hias been opened for the exit of the voter,

which cduses the ratchet-bar B? to.move the

- wider part of the teeth through the slotted|.

bearings f?, drawing the same downward and
_thron«h the medm_m of the arm f releasing

]e(,tlon D! on the rod G3 When the same is re-

“turned to its novinal posmou by the spring ¢'.

When this apparatns is first ]mt into opera-
tion the graduated disk™next to the register-
ing-rod C* will malke one revolution, the other
disks in the same group remaining stationary
when the projection «® (shown in Ifig. 11 of
the drawings) will come in contact with one of
the springs ' attached to the companion disk,
when it will rotate, and so on: through the se-
ries. When the voter has registered This ballot
on the line marked ¢ President” he can next
register in the next line for ¢ Vice-President,”
and so on until-he has voted for all of the can-
didates of his choice.

By means of this device all fraud is pre-
vented and ballot-box stufting impossible, for
the reason that printed nckets are, eutn‘elv
dispensed with,

By this voting apparatus the votes cast are
always acearately counted and the exact num-
ber known at a glance. It will also prevent
to a great ext’ent the purchase of votes, as
there is no positive way of telling how a per-
son votes.

- Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- .

ent, is—

1. The combination, with the rock-shaft A4,

of the series of gear-wheels B, the ratchet-
bars B2, provided with the slots V', the angu-
lar levers b, and the registerin ("-I‘Odb C?, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

.the keeper D from engagement with the pro- 63
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2. The cowmbination, with the square shaft

B4, of the round shaft G, the series of washers
¢/, provided with the segmental slots C?, and
the indicating -disks B?, provided with the
springs &/, and stop a?, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

3. Thecombination, with the registering-rod
C3, provided with the projection D, of the se-
ries of springs a’, the washers €/, and the
disks B?, snbstqntul) y as described.

4, 'lhecombuntmu with the registering-rod
C? provided with the projection 1Y, of the
kegper D?, the arm f, the slotted bearmg b i

_ the 1'atchet: bar B2, and the diaphragm B/, sub-

stantially as herein set forth.

4. The cowbination, with the registering-rod
C?, provided with the handle or knob C¢, and
the lower beveled head, ¢, of the seriesof blocks

D3, having the upper portions of the ends bev-

eled or cut away to receive the heads e, sub-
stautially as and for the purpose set forth.

“6. The combination, with the rectangular
blocks D3 of the blocks T, the bars IV, the
stops I'% the coiled springs B, the shaft D4,
the bearmgs T2, and the box Ay substantnllv
as herein set forth.

) ANTHONY C. BERANEK.
‘Witnesses:

FrANK HERDLICKA,

L. B. CourLAND.

100

105

120




